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1. GAME OVERVIEW  
 
Coming off their first win of the season, the Calgary Stampeders (1-2) will meet their initial East Division 
opponent of 2026 when the Toronto Argonauts (2-1) pay a visit on Thursday the second edition of the 
Stampede Bowl.  
 
The early-July matchup will help kick off the world-famous Calgary Stampede, which inspired the team’s 
moniker announced on Oct. 11, 1945. Last year’s Stampede Bowl was won by the Red and White over 
the Winnipeg Blue Bombers with Vernon Adams Jr. claiming Most Valuable Player honours.  
 
The Stamps won 41-33 in Week 4 when they travelled to Kelowna to play the BC Lions. Dedrick Mills 
scored the first receiving touchdown of his career before Jalen Philpot, Quincy Vaughn and Tevin Jones 
found the end zone on offence and Tyreik McAllister ran back a 90-yard punt return untouched for 
another six points. 
 
Toronto also won a high-scoring affair last week with a 40-34 victory in Regina. The Argos – who took just 
three penalties for 22 yards against Saskatchewan – scored on a punt return of their own from Janarion 
Grant. 
 
Following Thursday’s showdown, the Stampeders will gear up for a home-and-home series with Montreal 
beginning in Quebec on Saturday, July 11. The Argonauts will be back on the road to take on the 
Bombers. Calgary and Toronto will reconvene at BMO Field exactly five weeks from their upcoming 
encounter. 
 
 

2. HISTORICAL NOTES 
 

• This is the 1,316th regular-season game in Stampeders history. The Stamps have 716 wins, 577 
losses and 22 ties since 1945. Calgary has played 658 games at home, with a record of 415-232-
11, and 657 games on the road (301-345-11) 

• This is the 107th regular-season meeting all-time between Calgary and Toronto. The Stampeders 
are 60-45-1 against the Argonauts including a 36-17 mark at home 
 
 

3. 2026 STATISTICAL LEADERS 
 
CALGARY STAMPEDERS 

• PASSING YARDS: Vernon Adams Jr. – 722 
• RUSHING YARDS: Dedrick Mills – 273 
• RECEIVING YARDS: Erik Brooks – 176 
• DEFENSIVE TACKLES: Marquel Lee – 19 
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• SPECIAL-TEAMS TACKLES: Kelon Thomas – 5 
• SACKS: Clarence Hicks – 3 
• INTERCEPTIONS: Tre’Mon Morris-Brash and Zy Alexander – tied at 1 
• TOUCHDOWNS: Quincy Vaughn – 4 
• POINTS: Jude McAtamney – 28 

 
TORONTO ARGONAUTS 

• PASSING YARDS: Chad Kelly – 1,190 
• RUSHING YARDS: Samuel Hicks – 209 
• RECEIVING YARDS: Kevin Mital – 325 
• DEFENSIVE TACKLES: James Ceasar – 16 
• SPECIAL-TEAMS TACKLES: Brian Harelimana and Adarius Pickett – tied at 4 
• SACKS: Jonathan Kongbo – 2 
• INTERCEPTIONS: N/A 
• TOUCHDOWNS: Tyler Kahmann – 4 
• POINTS: Lirim Hajrullahu - 42 

 
 

4. NOTABLES 
 

• Tyreik is on a streak: Thanks to Tyreik McAllister scoring off a missed-field goal against the 
Roughriders and a punt in BC, the Stamps have had kick-return scores in back-to-back outings. 
It’s the first time the Red and White have done so since Roy Finch fielded a punt and found 
paydirt on July 29 and Aug. 3 of 2017 
 

• The Greatest Outdoor Show on Turf: After having never played a home game during the 
Calgary Stampede, Calgary hosted CFL action during the Greatest Outdoor Show on Earth for 
the first time last season. In partnership with the Calgary Stampede, the can’t-miss Stampede 
Bowl event is designed to expand the city-wide festivities and reach new audiences already in 
town to experience all that the Stampede has to offer. Last year’s inaugural occasion included the 
introduction of a red and silver trophy with the Stampede Bowl’s horsehead logo which will once 
again be awarded after the game on Thursday 
 

• Getting back on the Horse: The Stamps will have had just five days to prepare for their Week 5 
game following their Week 4 performance, a situation they will find themselves in two more times 
this season. Calgary will play in Hamilton on Aug. 1 and in Toronto on Aug. 6 before hosting the 
Elks on Sept. 7 and suiting up in Edmonton on Sept. 12 
 

• Switches under centre: With Chad Kelly expected to get the start for Toronto on Thursday, he’d 
be the fifth different quarterback to throw a pass for the Argos against Calgary since the 2024 
campaign. Last season saw Jarrett Doege, Max Duggan, Tucker Horn and Nick Arbuckle take 



GAME NOTES 
Calgary Stampeders vs Toronto Argonauts 

Week 5 
Thursday, July 2, 2026 

7 p.m. MT 
McMahon Stadium 

 

    
 

 
snaps when facing the Stampeders after Arbuckle and Cameron Dukes did so two seasons ago. 
By game day this week, it will be 1,042 days since Kelly last matched up with the Stamps defence 
on Aug. 25, 2023 
 

• Double-take in Double Blue: John Hufnagel will be back at McMahon Stadium for the first time 
on Thursday since departing the Stampeders for the Argonauts last December. Hufnagel had 
spent the previous 18 seasons in Calgary and 25 years overall with the Stamps, winning a total of 
four Grey Cups as a player, coach, general manager, president, football operations consultant 
and special advisor. He now serves as a senior advisor to Toronto general manager Michael 
“Pinball” Clemons and head coach Mike Miller 
 
 

5. MILESTONE WATCH 
 

• Dedrick Mills needs one rushing touchdown for 20 in his career 
• Clark Barnes needs two receiving yards for 1,500 in his career 
• Mark Vassett needs nine punts for 100 in his career 
• Dejon Brissett needs nine catches for 150 in his career 
• Vernon Adams Jr. needs 11 completions for 1,500 in his career 
• Dejon Brissett needs 17 receiving yards for 2,000 in his career 
• Jalen Philpot needs 32 receiving yards for 2,000 in his career 
• Dedrick Mills needs 114 rushing yards for 4,000 in his career 

 
 

6. PRONUNCIATION GUIDE 
 

Kelechi Anyalebechi (kuh-LEH-chee AN-yuh-luh-BEH-chee) 
Reggie Begelton (BEG-uhl-tuhn) 
Dejon Brissett (DAY-jawn bruh-SETT) 
Ludovick Choquette (LOOD-a-vick chuh-KETT) 
Bakyne Coly (buh-KEEN KOHL-ee) 
D’Antne Demery (dee-AWN-tay DEM-uh-ree) 
Chris Fortin (four-TAHN) 
Savio Frazier (SOV-ee-oh) 
Anton Haie (AN-tawn HAY) 
George Idoko (ah-DOH-koh) 
Tomas Jack-Kurdyla (to-MOSS JACK-kuhr-DIL-uh) 
Vyshonne Janusas (vuh-SHAWN JAN-uh-sis) 
Tevin Jones (TEV-in) 
Ben Labrosse (luh-BROSS) 
Marquel Lee (mahr-KELL) 
Jason MacGougan (muh-GOO-guhn) 
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Tristan Marois (mare-WAH) 
Tyreik McAllister (ty-REEK) 
Jude McAtamney (MICK-uh-TAM-nee) 
Deonta McMahon (dee-AWN-tay MACK-muh-HAWN) 
Ashton Miller-Melancon (MUH-lun-SUN) 
Dedrick Mills (DEE-drick) 
R.J. Moten (MOH-tun) 
Christy Nkanu (nuh-KA-noo) 
Jesulayomi Ojutalayo (JESS-oo-lay-OH-me OH-ju-ta-LAY-oh) 
Godfrey Onyeka (on-YEH-kuh) 
Folarin Orimolade (fo-LAIR-in oh-RIM-uh-LAW-day) 
Rene Paredes (ruh-NAY puh-RED-ess) 
Jalen Philpot (JAY-lin FILL-pot) 
Dolani Robinson (dah-LAWN-ee) 
Justin Sambu (SAM-boo) 
Jackson Sombach (SOM-back) 
Matthew Stokman (STOCK-muhn) 
Micah Teitz (MY-kuh TIGHTS) 
Kelon Thomas (kuh-LAWN) 
Mark Vassett (VASS-it) 
 


