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1. GAME OVERVIEW 
 
The Calgary Stampeders begin their 2026 regular season on Friday evening by hosting the Winnipeg 
Blue Bombers for a West Division clash. 
 
This will be the Red and White’s first Week 1 matchup against the Blue and Gold since 2001 and the 
eighth consecutive season for the Stamps to begin regular-season play in front of their home fans. 
 
Calgary has a 40-35-4 record in opening-week games throughout their franchise history. 
 
In 2025, the Stampeders swept the Bombers in three matchups including two which took place at 
McMahon Stadium. Another three-game series is on deck this year as the Stamps will be travelling to the 
Manitoba capital in Weeks 8 and 19. 
 
The recently concluded pre-season slate saw Calgary secure victories over Saskatchewan and 
Edmonton while Winnipeg was defeated by Saskatchewan and BC. 
 
 

2. HISTORICAL NOTES 
 

• This is the 1,313th regular-season game in Stampeders history. The Stamps have 714 wins, 575 
losses and 22 ties since 1945. Calgary has played 656 games at home, with a record of 415-230-
11, and 656 games on the road (300-345-11) 

• This is the 220th regular-season meeting of all time between Calgary and Winnipeg. The Stamps 
hold a 117-102 edge including a 72-37 mark at home 
 
 

3. 2025 STATISTICAL LEADERS 
 

Top statistical performers on the current rosters from the 2025 season 
 
CALGARY STAMPEDERS 

• PASSING YARDS: Vernon Adams Jr. – 4,247 
• RUSHING YARDS: Dedrick Mills – 1,409* 
• RECEIVING YARDS: Dejon Brissett – 907 (with TOR) 
• DEFENSIVE TACKLES: Derrick Moncrief – 67 
• SPECIAL-TEAMS TACKLES: Godfrey Onyeka – 17 
• SACKS: Clarence Hicks – 12 
• INTERCEPTIONS: Adrian Greene – 6** 
• TOUCHDOWNS: Dedrick Mills – 11 
• POINTS: Rene Paredes – 171 
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WINNIPEG BLUE BOMBERS 
• PASSING YARDS: Zach Collaros – 3,048 
• RUSHING YARDS: Brady Oliveira – 1,163 
• RECEIVING YARDS: Tim White – 1,016 (with HAM) 
• DEFENSIVE TACKLES: Tony Jones – 102 
• SPECIAL-TEAMS TACKLES: Michael Ayers – 23 
• SACKS: Willie Jefferson, Tony Jones and Kyrie Wilson – 3 
• INTERCEPTIONS: Evan Holm – 4 
• TOUCHDOWNS: Nic Demski and Tim White (with HAM) – 7 
• POINTS: Sergio Castillo – 185 

 
* First in the CFL 
**Tied for first in the CFL 
 

 
4. NOTABLES 

 
• A dozen years of data: The Stampeders have a record of 14-10-1 in their 25 most recent 

regular-season openers. This includes an 8-4-1 mark dating back to the 2013 campaign 
 

• Eyes on the new guys: New additions to this year’s Week 1 roster via free agency are National 
receiver Dejon Brissett and running back/returner Tyreik McAllister. Also active on game day will 
be three 2026 CFL Canadian draft picks in linebacker Eric Rascoe, receiver Jesulayomi Ojutalayo 
and defensive lineman Tristan Marois  
 

• Hey Jude: With veteran kicker Rene Paredes out of the lineup, 2026 first-round CFL Global Draft 
pick Jude McAtamney will be handling the kicking duties for Calgary. The Northern Irishman 
attended Rutgers before playing five games for the NFL’s New York Giants across the 2024 and 
2025 seasons. This will be the first outing Paredes has ever missed as a Stampeder, snapping a 
streak of 247 consecutive appearances since debuting at the start of the 2011 season. It was the 
second-longest such streak ever by a Stamp 
 

• Captains confirmed: A recent player vote determined three captains for the Stamps in 2026 with 
each chosen player representing one of the game’s three phases. Quarterback Vernon Adams 
Jr., defensive back Derrick Moncrief and kicker Rene Paredes have formed the team’s official on-
field leadership group 
 

• A uniform look: After carrying over their most recent look into May’s two pre-season games, the 
Stampeders’ new uniforms will be in action for the very first time in Week 1. Calgary’s home and 
away jerseys now feature significantly altered shoulder striping, a familiar Western-style number 
font, the team logo underneath the front collar and a CGY wordmark on the back of the neck. The 
pants include the same CGY wordmark on the front of the hip and a single stripe down the side. 
The Stamps’ red helmets remain unchanged 
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• Happy Anniversary: In celebration of 25 years since the Stamps won the 2001 Grey Cup, 18 

alumni from the beloved championship team will returning on Friday with celebrations in store. 
The list of returnees joining former offensive lineman and current team president Jay McNeil 
includes head coach Wally Buono and players Fred Childress, Vince Danielsen and Mark 
McLouglin  
 

• Starting something special: The Stampeders are commemorating the Year of the Horse in 
2026, just as they did when the Chinese calendar last aligned with the Stamps’ iconic logo during 
the team’s 2014 championship season. Also of note for this season will be the Red and White 
looking to defend their home turf all the way through Nov. 15 when McMahon Stadium hosts the 
113th Grey Cup 
 
 

5. MILESTONE WATCH 
 

• Vernon Adams Jr. needs one win for 50 as a starter in his career 
• Vernon Adams Jr. needs 24 rushing yards for 2,000 in his career 
• Dejon Brissett needs 95 receiving yards for 2,000 in his career 
• Tevin Jones needs four receiving yards for 2,500 in his career 
• Dedrick Mills needs two rushing touchdowns for 20 in his career 

 
 

6. PRONUNCIATION GUIDE 
 

Kelechi Anyalebechi (kuh-LEH-chee AN-yuh-luh-BEH-chee) 
Reggie Begelton (BEG-uhl-tuhn) 
Dejon Brissett (DUH-jawn bruh-SETT) 
Ludowick Choquette (LOOD-a-vick chuh-KETT) 
Bakyne Coly (buh-KEEN KOHL-ee) 
D’Antne Demery (dee-AWN-tay DEM-uh-ree) 
Chris Fortin (four-TAHN) 
Anton Haie (AN-tawn HAY) 
George Idoko (ah-DOH-koh) 
Tomas Jack-Kurdyla (to-MOSS JACK-kuhr-DIL-uh) 
Vyshonne Janusas (vuh-SHAWN JAN-uh-sis) 
Tevin Jones (TEV-in) 
Ben Labrosse (luh-BROSS) 
Marquel Lee (mahr-KELL) 
Jason MacGougan (muh-GOO-guhn) 
Tristan Marois (mare-WAH) 
Tyreik McAllister (ty-REEK) 
Jude McAtamney (MICK-uh-TAM-nee) 
Deonta McMahon (DEE-on-TAY MACK-muh-HAWN) 
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Ashton Miller-Melancon (MUH-lun-SUN) 
Dedrick Mills (DEE-drick) 
Tre’Mon Morris-Brash (TRAY-mohn) 
R.J. Moten (MOH-tun) 
Christy Nkanu (nuh-KA-noo) 
Jesulayomi Ojutalayo (JESS-oo-lay-OH-me OH-ju-ta-LAY-oh) 
Godfrey Onyeka (on-YEH-kuh) 
Folarin Orimolade (fo-LAIR-in oh-RIM-uh-LAW-day) 
Rene Paredes (ruh-NAY puh-RED-ess) 
Jalen Philpot (JAY-lin FILL-pot) 
Dolani Robinson (dah-LAWN-ee) 
Justin Sambu (SAM-boo) 
Jackson Sombach (SOM-back) 
Matthew Stokman (STOCK-muhn) 
Micah Teitz (MY-kuh TIGHTS) 
Kelon Thomas (kuh-LAWN) 
Mark Vassett (VASS-it) 
 


